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THREE BIG CONCEPTS
1. Utah women are more likely to be married at any given point in their lives than the rest of the women in the United States in all age groups between 15-65+.   

· Figure 4.1 shows that Utah women have a higher percentage of marriage at any given point in their lives compared with women in the United States; the closest age group to be near equal is 15-19 where the chart shows less than one percent difference. 

· Page 41 states “Almost 90% of American women are expected to marry at some point in their lifetimes.”

2. Utah has a lower divorce rate compared to the rest of the United States

· Table 4.1 shows the divorce rate is lower in Utah than in the rest of United States from 1960 to 1995

· 1942-1959 Utah was nine percent higher than the rest of the United States, the book does not give a reason why because of the small sample.

3. The likelihood of divorce increases the younger people are when they marry.

· Figure 4.5 shows the risk for divorce for Utah and the United States with Utah being lower than the United States after age 19.

· Utah is higher than the United States between the ages of 16-19.  At 19 the risk is equal to the rest of the United States.    

FIGURE(S) TO UNDERSTAND:

Figure 4.1:  Percentage of women married by age and region, 2000

Figure 4.5:  Divorce risk by age at marriage and state, 1995

Table 4.1:  Divorce rates by state and marriage cohort (Year)

THREE GEOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS 

1. Why is the divorce rate important to geography? 

a. Divorces can place a strain on a state’s budget because it may increase the need for more people to use state funded welfare.

b. Divorced mothers may have to work full-time and children may be unsupervised and likelihood of committing a crime increase. 

c. Increase in divorces will burden courts and personnel that are not prepared for the increase.

2. Why is Utah’s divorce rate lower than the rest of the United States?

a. Page 40 states “members of the LDS Church stands as the most likely reason why divorce rates are comparably low.”

b. Page 41 states “Mormons have lower divorce rates than do endogamous unions involving Protestants, Catholics, or Jews.”

3. What are some factors that may contribute to a higher divorce risk at a lower age of marriage?

a. Lack maturity

b. Coping skills

c. Social support P.42

d. Lack of material resources

HYPOTHESIS

The younger a person is when he/she marries the higher the risk that the marriage will end in divorce.  

 

