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Chapter 4 - Marriage and Divorce in Utah and the United States: Convergence or Continued Divergence? By Vincent Kang Fu and Nicholas H. Wolfinger
Summary for Marriage
THREE BIG CONCEPTS

1. The social context for marriage in the U.S. has changed dramatically over the last 50 years which has caused differing marriage trends.

· Marriage statistics and social/economic changes outlined at the beginning of the chapter (pg. 34):

· Rising median marriage age – post-industrial economy, higher educational attainment, and women in the labor force

· Rates of non-marital cohabitation – greater acceptability

2. Utah does not follow the national trend in relation to marriage prominence due to the influence of the LDS Church and its emphasis on marriage and family.

· Utah data compared to U.S. for (a) current marriage levels, and (b) percentage of women who have never married

3. The age at which Utahns first marry for both men and women is dramatically different than the rest of the country.

· Median first marriage age in the U.S. has risen noticeably since the mid 1970s but Utah’s has remained about the same

· Women’s marriage timing in Utah is the same as patterns for Mormons in the 19th and beginning of the 20th century.

FIGURE TO UNDERSTAND

Figure 4.3- Median age at first marriage by sex, region, and year, 1968-95.

THREE GEOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS

· Why doesn’t a higher education attainment level for women (in which Utah is comparable to the U.S.) mean a higher first marriage age for Utahns?

· Why is the difference so great between Utah and the U.S. for the number of women never married between age 20 and 29?

· What are the implications of Utah’s low first marriage age?

HYPOTHESIS

Due to the same cultural influences that keep first marriage age low, Utahns will continue to have children at young ages and have more children than most of the country.
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