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CHAPTER 6 The Role of Migration in Changing and Sustaining Utah
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 THREE BIG CONCEPTS
1.      Understanding what in-migration, out-migration, and net-migration means and what it means for your state as well as a nation.
Documenting Migration is important because migration is what will continually shape Utah’s social and economic environment. The net migration (the number of in-migrants minus the number of out migrants for a geographical area, usually a county or state) of Utah’s in-migrants (those who move into an area from another area of the nation) and out-migrants (people who leave an area of the nation) will help determine what the character of the state will be like. It is the most complex of the three demographic (fertility, mortality, and migration) causes of population changes. Migration can quickly deplete a population while also causing rapid growth.
 2.    Population estimates and their importance.
Population estimates are important because they are used in attempts to fairly allocate funds and other state and national resources. Population researchers believe that migration “is a major case of economic and social changes at the community, state, national, and international levels.”

Despite its importance, there is still a lack of good information provided about migration in the United States.
 3.    Characteristics of Migrants (race and ethnic composition) and the reason people move. 

People have always moved from place to place. In Utah before the Euro Americans came there were the early people of Utah the hunters and gatherers. However this chapter is focusing on modern day migration, specifically 1995 to 2000. 

While it would be nearly impossible to list the many reasons why people move, the main factors that lead people to migrate is the search for better opportunities and to gain new experiences. Toney and Kim talk about the most interesting migration patterns in the United States has been that of race and ethnic groups. This pattern shows dramatic shifts and special distributions. Every time a different group of people move into an area, it changes the dynamics of the economic and social community.

FIGURE TO UNDERSTAND:

Figure 6.3 Net Migration Rates for white, non-Hispanics, Black non-Hispanics, Hispanics, and Asians.

Page (61) In the book.

This figure is showing the net migration (the number of in-migrants minus the number of out migrants for a geographical area, usually a county or state) of the labeled different races in Utah.

Race and ethnic migration has been full of dramatic shifts, and special distribution throughout the United States, as a way to escape discrimination and increase one’s social and economic success. 

By looking at the graph you can see that Utah is no exception. There was a large in-migration of Hispanics in 2000. There were 27,947 Hispanics living in Utah in 2000 that had not been living there in 1995, and 13,998 Hispanics who had lived in Utah in 1995 were in another state in 2000. So there was a net-migration rate of 107, so more Hispanics migrated to Utah then left Utah per 1000 Hispanics in Utah in 1995.

This figure goes into describing the migration patterns for Black non-Hispanics and Asians.

Of Utah’s four neighboring states Arizona, and Nevada had more in-migrants than out-migrants for each of the four race ethnic groups. While comparing the data of net-migration for the other surrounding states, Utah is actually similar to other new destination states in attracting migrants that are racially and ethnically diverse. 
 
 
 
 
 
THREE GEOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS about any aspect of the chapter… (at least one is a “why” question):

Why has Utah seen an increase in attracting migrants that are racially and ethnically diverse?
With the key information you can obtain from migration and population statistics, why is there relatively little information collected about migration in the United States?

Out of all the race groups depicted in figure 6.3 why do you think Asians were the only ethnic group with a net out-migration for Utah?

 
HYPOTHESIS
Utah will need educators with more experience in ESL with the increasing scale of different race and ethnic people migrating to the state making the Utah school districts more diverse.  
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