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THREE BIG CONCEPTS
1.      As we discussed in previous chapters Utah has a high birthrate compared to the national average making Utah a young state with many young families; as a result 22% of Utah’s population is school age children (compared to the U.S. 18%), of the total school-age children in Utah 95% of them are enrolled in school.

2.   Utah not only boasts in high educational proficiency with above national average    
scores in standardized testing, high school completion and college attendance, but    
also do well in providing opportunities for advanced study (AP exams, college  admissions tests, SAT, ACT, and institutions of higher education).
3. Compared to the rest of the nation Utah has relatively low resources put into public schooling. 

Ranks last in per pupil expenditures, low teacher salaries, large classroom sizes.

FIGURE(S) TO UNDERSTAND:

Figure 10.10 Pupil/teacher ration in public schools, Utah and the U.S., 1995-2000.   

THREE GEOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS:
Why is Utah’s percentage of youth that graduated on time so much higher than the national average?

Why do Utah students have above-average performance even with the relatively low resources put into public schooling?
What can be done to decrease the teacher student ration in Utah?
HYPOTHESIS
Utah’s education system currently faces many challenges because of Utah’s increasingly growing population of school-aged children. 
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