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THREE BIG CONCEPTS

 

1.      Utah has more children than the national average and has more children enrolled in grades K-12 than the national average (by about 5%).

i. This may be due to the fact that the average family size is larger in Utah than the rest of the nation; it may also reflect Utah’s homogeneous “whiteness.”

 

2.  The percentage of Utah’s population who graduated from high school on time is much higher than the national average.

i. Not only are a greater percentage of our youth enrolled in school, but a greater percentage of our youth graduate high school on time.  This suggests that education is emphasized, otherwise, why would 79% of our youth graduate on time?

 

3.      Despite being the last in the nation in terms of funding/student ($500 behind #50 and $2,100 behind the national average), our students perform at or above the level of the nation, and a much higher percent of Utah’s students take and pass AP exams.

i.  We must be doing something right.  Our education system, despite being grossly underfunded, is keeping pace for now; however, the trends suggest that Utah’s average/above average status is declining to follow/drop below the nation’s trend (Table 10.3).  This is something about which we should be concerned.

 

FIGURE(S) TO UNDERSTAND:

Figure 10.3 - Percentage of youth who graduated on time (2000)

Figure 10.6 - Number of AP exams taken (and percentage passed) per thousand students.

Table 10.2 - ACT scores (1998, 2003)

Table 10.4  - Expenditure and revenue per pupil in public schools (elementary and secondary).

 

THREE GEOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS

I. Why does Utah have a greater percentage of youth enrolled in school and why do a greater number of those students graduate on time than does the nation as a whole?

II. Why are Utah students taking and passing more AP tests as well as scoring higher on ACT tests than the nation as a whole (despite great differences in funding)?

III. What role does the family play in Utah’s academic successes?

IV. How will Utah cope with the changing demographics in the classroom?  

V. Can average/above average results continue with current funding issues?

HYPOTHESES

I. A student’s educational success has as much to do with support at home as it does with classroom dynamics.  

A. Because the LDS church plays such a prevalent role, and because of the Church’s focus on the family, there is greater educational support at home; thus, students have greater success in the classroom despite being grossly underfunded.

II. As Utah’s cultural identity shifts (due to migration and fertility rates), new methods of educating will be required to maintain current academic standards (let alone raise those standards!) given current educational appropriations.

III. Because classroom sizes seem to grow without bounds, a smaller percentage of Utah’s youth will graduate high school on time.
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