Austin Storey

Chapter 11: Crime in Utah

Measuring crime

-Victimization surveys: these are surveys that ask people how many times they have                   been victims of various crimes.

-Self-report surveys: these ask people how many crimes they have committed even if   these crimes were not reported.

- The most common form of measuring crime is what the FBI does, which is the UCR reports (Uniform Crime Reports). This is where the FBI compiles data from over 17,000 law enforcement agencies. After they get all of the information they publish the annual number of offenses by city, county, standard metropolitan statistical area, and geographical division of the United States.

-Also, they break the stats down by gender, age, and race.

-UCR’s contain 2 categories of crime:

Limitations/problems:

  1. Accuracy is in question due to the fact that all crimes committed are not reported.

  2. Not all departments report to the FBI

  3. Not all crimes in one incident are reported…for example if a man kills a man while        
robbing a store, only the murder is reported and not the robbery.

  4. Some argue that these reports cause a rise in street crimes. 

Types of crime

Part I- index crimes, which are criminal homicide, rape, robbery, motor theft, arson, etc

Part II-non-index crimes, which are crimes like drug violations, traffic violations, and 
non-aggravated assault.

*all of this is used to determine the general crime rate. 

-90% of crimes are property crimes. These are Theft (75%) along with other damages.

-the least prevalent crime is murder, which was totaled at 47 in 2002.

TABLE 11.1/11.2

- 35 % of all robbery cases were cleared

- Most of these robberies occurred in alleys, streets, and highways.

-most of the money lost from robberies occurred in convenience stores. 

Factors relating to crime

Age- teenagers is what many believe is an important variable in the crime rate. Due to the   fact that teens commit the most amounts of index crimes, many people feel that if the state ends up having a higher population of teens, then crime rates in Utah would elevate.

Religion- LDS population plays an important role in the crime rate. While not many studies have been done on LDS church in relation to crime rate, but it is hypothesized that in areas where there is a large concentrations of members, crime rate tends to be relatively low in comparison to the rest of Utah and even the United States.

* Why is theft the #1 crime committed in Utah?

* What county are the most crimes committed in?

* Why is the murder count so low in Utah compared to the rest if the United States.

Hypothesis- based on the research and reading I have done, I feel that the LDS church has a direct influence on why violent crimes are relatively low in Utah compared to the rest of the United States. I think this idea can be tested and proved or disproved by taking in the LDS population in Utah and crime rate. Next find other areas of the country where there is predominantly a certain religion. This will tell us if there is a direct relation between the two
To find more information, one could look at the FBI website as well as the U.S. census. 

