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Three Big Concepts

Explain the term “cleared” means the police have fully processed an arrest from start to conclusion; it speaks nothing to the concept of guilt or innocence.

1. Most crime in Utah is committed by young adults in the 15 – 19 year age group. Except for murder (20-29), all other indexed crime reported in Utah is committed by these young adults, with the overwhelming majority of these crimes being larceny/theft.

2. Utah can appear to have a high crime rate (per 100,000) overall but this is due to the amount of non violent crime (larceny/theft).  Utah is less than 40% of the US in violent crime, making it a relatively safe state.

3. Crimes have decreased more for the United States overall  than for Utah in particular.  However, when crime is evaluated by region, Utah is in line with the western region, where certain violent crimes are increasing.
Three Geographic Questions

1. Does Utah’s high teenage population explain the high larceny/theft statistic that makes it look like a high crime state?

2. Why is ethnicity excluded from this study?

3. Are there more cases of certain violent crimes in Utah or is this a result of some combination law enforcement efforts and  community standards?

Figure to understand: Table 11.5

Hypothesis: Utah has less violent crime than the rest of the U.S. because of an effect described as the “moral communities’ thesis”.
