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Religious composition in Utah used to emphasize more on the dominance of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) and those not affiliated with it.  Much of the demographics were explain as relating to the influence of the LDS.  As of late, reports have focused on religious membership pertaining to the LDS, those of other religious membership and those not claiming any religious organization.  

The national religious census was terminated following the Holocaust, and now the Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies (ASARB) conducts the surveys.  Limitations come from the method used in counting religious affiliation.  In the case of the LDS, total adherents are used referring to those who attend church services.  

The LDS still maintains dominance as the largest religious group increasing from 1.2 to 1.5 million from 1990 to 2000.  Catholics increased as the second largest from 66 to 97 thousand and Southern Baptist Convention decreased as the third largest from 14 to 13 thousand.  The LDS population increased, but as a percentage of the total population in Utah declined from 72% to 66%.  This is due to the increase in the unclaimed category from 20% to 25%.

The county with the lowest percentage of population classified as unclaimed is Utah, and the highest is San Juan most likely due to the large Native American population whose traditional religious identity is not represented in the survey.

Counties with the largest percentage of non-LDS adherents are Grand, Summit, Carbon and Tooele.  Summit greatly increased from 1990 to 2000 from about 13% to 34%.  Counties with the largest percentage of LDS as of 2000 are Utah, Morgan, Rich and Sevier, and Sanpete.  

Figure 12.2 and 12.3 show basically the same thing.  One is a mirror of the other.  They show the percentage of non-LDS and LDS adherents by county.

Why does Grand have the greatest percentage of non-LDS?  Is this due to the influence of tourism in and around Moab?

Why does Daggett, Piute, Rich, Garfield, etc. have a high percentage of LDS adherents?  What is it about those counties that attract LDS members?

The demographics of Utah’s population are greatly affected by the dominance of the LDS Church and its influence on its members.  In order to understand the demographics in Utah, the influence of the LDS must be considered.
The best way to find out more information is from the American Religion Data Archive. 2002. It was references a lot through the chapter.

