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Single Parents in a Two-Parent State

Nationwide look at single mothers.


-In 2000 two-fifths of single mothers have never been married.


-In 1950 93% of children under 18 were in a two-parent family declining to 73% in 2000.

-Single parent homes with children under 18 rose from 6% in 1950 to 22% in 2000.


--Over half of the first unions in the 1990s first began with cohabitating (*note only heterosexual examined)

 How Utah compares to the Nation.


1- Types of Family Households

-In 2000 83% of family households are two-parent
-Utah maintains this high percentage mainly because of high marriage rates, and low birth rates outside of marriage. 

-In 2000 12% are single-mother households.

-Utah is first state to establish a Commission on Marriage to “focus attention on strengthening marriages”

-Of single parent households, 66% are single mothers, 24% are single father, 10% cohabiting
Look: table 15.1, pg. 169, single parents, least likely to have pre-schoolers, cohabiting most likely. Single parents most likely to have school age children. Married and cohabiting, most likely to have kids under 18.

2- Demographic Characteristics of Utah Households



-Cohabiting Couples are the youngest (32 and 30); Single Fathers are the oldest (41 years).



-Highest minority population (Hispanic) most likely to be single parent, or cohabiting.



-12% of single fathers, 10% of single mothers, 21% of cohabiting males, 17% females


3- Socioeconomic Characteristics of Utah Households

-Utah’s household income levels. (Households with one or more minor children)



- Married Couples $57,400



-Cohabiting Couples $37,700



-Single Fathers $40,660



-Single Mothers $23,000



*Note: Married Couple Households are larger in number on average.

3 Geographic Questions

What is the percentage of two-parent households that includes children from previous marriage?
Where is the distribution of single parents throughout the State?
Why is Hispanic population more likely to be single parent or cohabiting?

Hypothesis:

A high percentage of Hispanics that immigrate to Utah come from a culture where there is social pressure to not divorce. Therefore, they immigrate to Utah with their children as “separated” from their spouse and are not legal to re-marry
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