Geography of Utah – Spring 2010 


Your Name: Eric Bender

Summary – Zick and Smith, 2006

CHAPTER 17. Immigration:  Contributions to Utah Population Growth and Diversity

By: Pam Perlich 

THREE BIG CONCEPTS

1. The effects of the big waves of immigration (first and second) on population characteristics.
First Great Migration Wave brought many “White” people to the United States.  Look to figure 17.7.  

It ended because, immigration was prohibited from 1921 until 1964, when the quota system was replaced by a system based on family reunification, skills, and refugee status.     
The Second Great Migration Wave brought Latino’s to stay in the United States, because of the government gave permanent residence status to 2.7 million undocumented persons across the nation; two-thirds were from Mexico, and nearly all of them became eligible for citizenship.  
The effects of the second migration wave is that, the foreign-born population has more than doubled in the past 20 years and half of that is from Latin America, obviously this has allowed us to become more ethnically diverse as a nation.  

This is also the reason that Hispanics are now the dominant minority.

Without this our population growth would have been remarkably lower.

2. Characteristics of Utah’s foreign born population and what it means.  
Source has shifted from Europe to mainly Latin America.  
These immigrants are mostly young and in childbearing years, and because of the high fertility rates of these groups, their contribution to population growth will be much higher.
Many of these people don’t bring children, because they want to relocate first and then start a family.  

These immigrants also tend to have larger household sizes.  

These immigrants usually have low paying jobs, but they are better than what they were getting back home.  
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3. International Politics and Immigration Policies and the effects it has on population
International politics, wars, and immigration heavily affect migration patterns.
The reason for the end of the first migration wave were because of the migration quotas set after World War I.  

Many people of Japanese decent came to Utah during World War II and put in interment camps.  

Filipinos and Koreans came after the Korean War.

Vietnamese, Cambodian, and Laotian immigrants came after the Vietnam War.

Nowadays the government is make immigration policy reform that will heavily effect Utah’s population, the migration flow from Mexico to Utah.  
FIGURE(S) TO UNDERSTAND:  Figure 17.7  
You can clearly see the great waves of immigration.  To me it’s crazy to look at the Latin America line of the graph and how that is almost going vertical.  I didn’t realize what these actual statistics were on the state.  
THREE GEOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS about any aspect of the chapter… (at least one is a “why” question):

1. How can it be that the minority share in Utah for figure 17.1 is 3%-16%, when we have so many Latin American immigrants moving to Utah?
2. Will the minority population keep growing at such a steady rate?
3. Why were the American Indians not counted on the census when the Mormon pioneers migrated to Utah?
HYPOTHESIS (I know this is very obvious, but we are allowed to state the obvious right?)
Immigrants coming to Utah are mostly working age Latino’s, looking for better economic opportunities.  
REFERENCES of interest in addition or from the chapter: 

Figure 17.7’s source is Jensen 1994: U.S. Census Bureau 2003; Utah Bureau of Economic and Business Research calculations.  
