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THREE BIG CONCEPTS
1. Urban and Metropolitan Population Growth

· Growth in population results in a decreased quality of life faster (land consumption, sprawl, traffic congestion, air pollution)
· Utah (88.2%) is 1 of the top 10 urbanized states in the nation (based on % of population living in urbanized areas) Fig 19.1, 19.2
· 76.2% of Utahans live along the Wasatch Front (two principal metropolitan statistical areas Ogden-Salt Lake and Orem-Provo)
· Other Urbanized areas listed are: Vernal, Logan, Cedar City ( at least 1,000 people per square mile
2. Transportation

· As of 2000, we are increasingly reliant on automotive transportation

· Fig 19.10, the increase of average daily vehicle miles of travel more than doubled the population growth between 1990 and 2000

· Salt Lake drivers have the highest amount of driving and Provo-Orem drivers are catching up 
3. Quality of Life
· Based on the access of: doughnuts, ice cream, coffee, and beer (the more accessible, the higher the quality of life)
· “snack & nonalcoholic beverage bars” – doughnuts, ice cream, coffee

· “drinking places” – beer and other alcoholic drinks

FIGURES

19.1, 19.2, 19.10, 19.11, 19.12, 19.12, 19.13, 19.14, 19.15, 19.16, 19.17, 19.18, 19.20, 19.21
(Most figures show the % change and not the total %)

THREE GEOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS

1. Other than coffee, what other factors could be at play in Utah’s lack of snack and beverage rates?
2. Why are Utahans spending more time behind the wheel than ever before?

3. Why do most Utahans live in urban areas across the state?

HYPOTHOSIS

UDOT’s budget is 2nd only to education due to Utah’s increasing urban population, which requires more roads.
http://www.udot.utah.gov – UDOT official site – tons of information for Utah’s highways 
http://www.travelwise.utah.gov – ideas on how to travel smarter
http://commuterlink.utah.gov – current traffic information
