First main point….The clarification of Rural vs. Urban territories:

According to Zick and Smith the classification of “Rural” is not based agriculture or ranching but more on diverse individuals, based on working in manufacturing, small farms, small grocery stores, restaurants and even developers of amusement park rides.  With these types of people moving into the State and into Rural areas it creates a new diverse population that brings on issues of funding education, providing government services and jobs.  According to the U. S. Census Bureau 2000, rural areas are open country and settlements that have fewer than 2,500 residents; which on a national level says that just over 20% of Americans live in rural places. In Utah Logan and Salt Lake City would have the classification of being urban and areas such as Bear River City and Honeyville would be rural.
Key issue: Data is collected at the county level, so counties are designated as metropolitan or non metropolitan depending on factors related to population size, but also, whether or not a county contains an urban center or if a large population lives there and commutes to a metropolitan area.
Second main point…… Rural education is lower than urban education, but Utah’s rural education is still higher than the national average.

According to National research” rural and non-metropolitan dwellers generally have less education than metro or urban places”. Zick and Smith.  In rural Utah more than 20% of rural dwellers have four or more years of college education.  Even though these numbers are somewhat lower than Utah’s Urban centers the percentages are still much higher than the national average.  The dropout rates for students ages 16 to 18 is higher in urban and metro places yet the proportions of rural and non metro Utahans’ who drop out are not much different.  As a result of this the available workforce in Utah’s rural places is more educated than might be anticipated by comparison to the rest of the U.S.

Third Main Point…..Rural areas are greatly dependent on its population size, which determines its amount of services and so forth… Figure 20.1:

Population characteristics in Utah have changed; to understand this you must realize that in the early years Utah was habited by the Anasazi Indians as well as pueblo dwellers.  Then the pioneers made their way to the state and they were of Northern European decent, which changed the state from aboriginal population to a White Population.  From 1990 through the year 2000 the racial and ethnic population has increased dramatically in the rural areas of the State.  But these numbers have not surpassed the increases in urban areas of the state. But you have to understand that in a rural area even a small increase in population will be significant again due to the size of the community and its services it can provide based on income for the county.

3 Questions:

Why is Cache county/ Logan City Classified as Metropolitan and Box Elder County/Brigham city classified as non-metropolitan?

Why would ethnic diversity make a difference in change of the demographic makeup of Rural Utah?

Why would the population size of Rural Utah make a difference?
Thesis Statement

Rural/non-metropolitan areas of Utah will have a smaller population of 2,500 residents because once an area exceeds that population mass it is then classified as Urban/metropolitan.
