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THREE BIG CONCEPTS 

1. While Utah is known to be a staunchly conservative, Republican state, in the past it has been a democratic stronghold. 

a. Studies in 1993 and 2000 have found that Utah is the most conservative and most Republican state when comparing ideological and partisan orientation of state electorates. 

2. 1946-1976 were hotly contested election years in Utah. 

a. These were the years that neither party had a strong hold in the State Legislature, shown by the shifts in figure 21.2. 

3. Republicans are favored in suburban areas; this is why some people think that Utah is so Republican. 

a. Clustering Hypothesis: “Republican advantage in suburban areas is largely the result of attributes of people who live in the suburbs. So, if suburban residents are mostly people who are white and middle class and these groups are more inclined to support Republicans, then we would observe a clustering of Republican voters in suburban areas simple because of the types of people who live there.” (page 247)

b. Social Context hypothesis: where a person lives matters because the people they talk to, the political views they hear from other people, and how they interpret what other people say about politics effects how they will see the political world. 

c. Suburbanization: Republicans have more influence in suburban areas throughout the US according to some studies. Does this apply to Utah?  It doesn’t, there is a small negative correlation. (page 248)

Figures to Understand: 

Figure 21.2 shows the change over time as Utah phased from strongly Democratic, to contested elections, into a Republican Era. 

Three Geographic Questions: 

1. Utah now has many immigrants coming from South America; will the Democratic Party appeal to them and have more influence in Utah?

2. Why are some counties more conservative than others? IE. Utah County vs. Salt Lake County. BYU and the U of U as culture hearths for each county? 

3. It’s been theorized that the Utah Legislature is more conservative than the majority of the constituents, will that trend change in Utah as we see an increase in multicultural voters? 

Hypothesis: 

1. The Republican Party was antipolygamy which did not appeal to the LDS majority of the early 20th century, so the majority became Democrats when Utah was approved for statehood. Changes over time in the parties and in the state 

a. Utah used to have many LDS immigrants coming from overseas, the Democratic Party appealed to that. The Republican Party was anti-immigration and still is. 

a. Utah applied for statehood multiple times and kept being denied because Congress was worried that the LDS would vote as a bloc and their political views would be controlled by the Prophet. The LDS church went through the territory appealing for people to vote Republican when statehood was granted so it would not look like that state was completely homogenous. 

b. The LDS officially ended Polygamy in 1890 and in 1904 started punishing members who had taken on new wives after polygamy was ended. Realize that these are real people, real Utahans. These are people who were raised with polygamy as a part of their cultural identity. You don’t abandon that overnight. Being taught all of your childhood that polygamy is a Godly principle and then having their religion then reject it is confusing for anyone. Heber J. Grant was the last LDS Prophet who was a polygamist, he died in 1945, meaning that we have to take into account the fact that we are only 2-3 generations removed from this culture. Grant died 55 years after the LDS ended Polygamy, showing that we have to take into account that there were many people who were too young to enter into polygamy when the LDS ended the practice, but none the less were raised in a Polygamous community. This gives us the basis for the 30 years of hotly contested elections in Utah. 

b. My hypothesis is that Utah has shifted from a Democratic state to a Republican state because the state is no longer polygamous, making the Republican stance more appealing to Utahans with its emphasis on families and state control. 
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