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3 Big concepts :

1. Suburban Politics

a. Suburbs are defined as “municipalities and places in metropolitan areas outside the boundaries of the larger central cities”

b. Suburbs have grown between the 1950’s to the 2000’s

c. Suburbs house the Manufacturing and Service industries 

d. National  trends show that Democrats have Cities, whereas the Republicans have Suburban areas (though Utah trends differently than the national average, where less than 65% of the suburban population will vote Republican)

e. Since the 1950’s rural areas have declined, while suburban areas have shown a significant increase (double in Salt Lake County between 1950 and 2000). Urban areas have shown an increase in population as of 2000.

There are two hypothesis regarding politics in the Suburbs.  The 1st is called the “Clustering Hypothesis” which states:  People who live in the suburbs have similar attributes and therefore will tend to have the same political affiliation and political views.  The 2nd hypothesis is the “Social Context Hypothesis”, this hypothesis states:  Place does matter.  People “learn” their politics from those around them, a social make-up.

2. Suburban Growth Does Have Political Consequences 

a.  In the 1950’s the Urban population was 66% and 19% Suburban.  In 2000, the Urban population was 20% and 79% Suburban

b. 15 of 29 counties in Utah were entirely Rural in 1950.  In 2000, 8 of 29 counties in Utah are considered entirely Rural

Utah’s  Suburban growth was/is consistent with the Nations Suburban growth, which clearly states that there is an increase in suburban areas.  

3. Political shift in Utah was Democrats to Republican(long term trend) to ???

The National trend shows that there is a significant increase in Republican votes that come from out of the suburban areas.  In Utah however this is not the case.  Rural areas tend to vote majority Republican, smaller suburban areas will also vote majority Republican. But, in larger suburban areas and cities the trend leans toward a more Democratic vote.  Though the Republicans still gain the majority of the vote in lager suburbs, it’s not quite as significant as the majority votes in Rural and smaller suburban areas of Utah.  

Hypothesis
A continual increase of population in Utah (Rural, Urban, and Suburban) will also change the political demographics from Republican to Democrat. 

3 Why Questions

Why does Utah’s long term political trend lead towards the Republicans?

Why is there a difference between Urban politics, Rural politics and Suburban politics?

Why does Utah’s trend not correlate with the National trend?
