Term: The Social Sciences

Formal Definition:
 A truly formal definition of “social science” is being omitted because in most cases it excludes the field of geography. However, the University of Utah’s College of Social and Behavioral Science website offers this: “All of us are participants in a world of endless connections, strung together by systems, governments, financial economies, and interpersonal relationships. A change to one component has endless effects on the others…This is the essence of the social and behavioral sciences — understanding and improving the connections that matter.”
Usage: 

Surprisingly, most formal definitions of “social science” do not include the field of geography as part of its composition; however human geography is social science. It includes examining various cultures and clans, economies, politics, social structures, and the impacts of human interaction. It considers the connections people have with one another as well as with the earth itself. 
Importance to Utah:


At the University of Utah the college of social and behavioral sciences includes the departments of anthropology, economics, family and consumer studies, geography, political science, psychology and sociology.
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