Your Name: 

Urban Environmental Geography -- ASSIGNMENT HW04 – Location Location Location

DUE January 27 (an extension from January 25th) LINK to lecture that covers much of this. 
AND LINK to a website that explains CONTOURS and how to CONTOUR http://cimss.ssec.wisc.edu/wxwise/contour/ 
Three parts. NOTE… I suggest you attempt to complete this homework assignment by January 25th, so that you can talk with me on January 25th if you’ve had difficulties finding topographic maps for your urban setting.

PART 1 – Straightforward… well, pretty much straightforward. Complete the Encounter Geosystems workbook, Chapter 1. I will have covered the concepts in the lecture. Two questions seem tricky to me… 

 

(a) Exploration 1: Latitude and Longitude, #3 is highly technical. The simple “answer” is that Earth is an oblate spheroid … so far so good… and that 10 degrees on a tight circle has shorter length than on a circle with flatter curvature. Breathe deeply… this concept will not be important to you as Urban Environmental Geographers. The rest of the exercise seemed to me to teach concepts geographers, in general, work with comfortably.

(b) but "scale" can be tricky. If you were in class and did the roasting-pan islands contour exercise, you should understand that map scale is a ratio. 

So forge ahead, write on the pages, and turn them in on January 27th. 

PART 2 -In class - contour exercise. If you missed class, go to the lecture notes and do the exercise. Remember, my office hours are for you. Contours are a skill. Personal coaching helps. 

 

PART 3 - Topographic information for your urban setting. 

Reminder… Earth systems examines the web of relationships among the geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, biosphere and anthrosphere. To understand regional and local environmental geography, you need topographic maps at a scale of 1:100,000 or larger (1:24,000 or 1:50,000 are better than 1:100,000). Note: for locations in the United States… this is available at: http://nationalatlas.gov/natlas/Natlasstart.asp Once you’re at this site, look for the “tab” that says “FIND”; type in the city or feature or zip code, then retrieve the topo map. 

(1) Tell me web site where you have found topographic contoured data for your urban setting. If it's the USGS National Atlas site, just write "USGS"... but if your urban setting is not in the USA, write out the source so I can double check that it will be adequate for future assignments. 

(2) Print off a relatively small (4-10 sq. mi. or 4-10 sq km) portion of the map, a small enough portion that you can distinguish contours lines. 

Gray-scale is just fine.

Highlight at least 3 and as many as 10 contour lines and LABEL them. 

Place one “X” on the map and label its elevation. 

 

Turn in:

· The workbook sheets for Chapter 1. 
· The in-class assignment packet, remember to put you name on it.
· This cover sheet and the topographic map with contours and elevation point. 
