April 21, 2010 – Your Name: 

HW21- URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL GEOGRAPHY – NEVADA… YUCCA MOUNTAIN
And this also is western Utah… and Salt Lake Valley!

Your MISSION: to be an empowered citizen on issues of environmental degradation anywhere.

Understanding is empowerment. Understand the setting… understand the problem… Power! 
We take an Earth systems approach…of course, the 5 subsystems. 
Geography is… 
GENERAL INFORMATION:
LOCATION – Where is this place?
Latitude and zone
Continentality – relationship to oceans
Elevation
What state

What country

ANTHROSPHERE

How urban versus how rural

Population

How regionally polluted

Special sources of pollutants

Other

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL considerations

Economy

Life style

Culture, history, ethics

Other

ATMOSPHERE … 
Star the three characteristics that matter most for this setting. 
Where does weather come from?

Wind patterns

Climate classification 

What does that mean?
Precipitation amounts, patterns

Water balance…

Other:
BIOSPHERE – zone of life

What’s special to consider

Bioregion or biome

Human footprint, how impacted is this region and how?

GEOSPHERE
LOOK AT THE TERRAIN IN GOOGLE EARTH. 

LIST A FEW KEY LANDFORMS that matter to the urban environmental geography. 

1
2

3

“Fly” around… get to near ground level. Do you see bedrock?

Sediment?

Is this region dominated by bedrock or sediment…….. explain… 

Dominant soil type and what does it indicate: 

Tectonic setting (extensional tectonics)
Elevation:
Some high places (list three elevations)

Some low places (list three elevations)

Relief – quantify
Relief – steep… moderate… gentle. 

HYDROSPHERE – Fly around… do you see surface water… how about vegetation… 
Surface waters – important characteristics / trust your observations… 
1

2

3

Ground water – important characteristics … (in USGS Water Supply Paper 2242)
1

2

3

Water usage / Water balance / other 

DRAW the PROFILE (use the profiler tool and then generalize)

DRAW THE HYDROLOGIC SYSTEM using the diagrams of Water Supply Paper 2242.
Show: the boundary between BEDROCK VERSUS SEDIMENT

Show: the boundary between SATURATED versus UNSATURATED (called the ……….)

Schematic general direction of fluid flow (contaminant flow)
Are there confining layers? If so show confined system

Add whatever else … 

DISCUSSION: 

About how long did this investigation take to complete:  ___ 1 hr (the goal);  ____ 2 hr;  ____ …

How are you doing… it this making sense… does it feel like Urban Environmental Geography?

